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SECTION A TOTAL 20 MARKS 
 

Answer ALL questions in this section 

 

1 You observe the following discount function for Euros: 

 

 6-Month 0.9828 

 1-Year 0.9639 

 18-Month 0.9446 

 2-Year 0.9256 

 

 Estimate the cash flow you would expect to pay (negative) or receive (positive) in 12 

months’ time on a 1-year/18-month Forward Rate Agreement where you have fixed the 

borrowing rate on €100,000,000 at 3.50%  (4 marks) 

 

 

2 You own an equity portfolio valued at £50 million which has a beta of 1.15 with respect 

to the market index, and a non-systematic or specific risk of 12% per annum.  If the 

overall market risk or volatility is estimated at 20% per annum, what is the Value at 

Risk (VAR) for the portfolio over a two week time horizon at a 95% one-sided 

confidence limit? (4 marks) 

 

 

3 You own an Over The Counter index put option with a strike of 6000 and an index 

point value of £250.  The option has a delta of -0.35 and a gamma of 0.002.  What 

sterling loss would you expect on the option if the index rises by 50 index points from 

its current level of 6150. (4 marks) 

 

 

4 You own a six month 102.50 strike call option on a non-dividend paying stock with a 

price of 100.  Assume the interest rate curve is flat at an annual rate of 3.5% 

continuously compounded, and the annual volatility of the stock is 25%. Use a two step 

binomial model to: 

 

 a) Calculate the price of the option. (2 marks) 

 

 b) Calculate the delta of the option. (2 marks) 

 

 

5 What volatility would you use to price the following two asset options if the volatility 

of the first asset is 25% per annum, the volatility of the second asset is 30% per annum, 

and the correlation between the returns on the two assets is 0.40%. 

 

 a) An option on an equally weighted basket of the two assets. (2 marks) 

 

 b) An option to exchange one asset for the other. (2 marks)
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SECTION B    
 

Answer FOUR questions in total from Sections B and C, 

TWO questions from Section B and ONE from Section C.  

The remaining question may be from EITHER Section. 

All questions in these sections carry 20 marks. 

 

6 You are provided with the following information for a stock index: 

 

 LEVEL DIVIDEND YIELD ANNUAL VOLATILITY 

   1000 2.50%                   20% 

 

 The three month interest rate is currently 4.0%.  Assume the dividend yield and interest 

rate are provided as continuously compounded rates. 

 

 a)  Determine the probability of exercise in a risk neutral framework for a three-month 

maturity 1050 strike call option. (4 marks) 

 

 b)  Determine the price and delta of such an option. (6 marks) 

 

 c)  Explain the relative interest rate and yield sensitivity of the call option. (4 marks) 

 

 d) Determine the price at which a 1050 strike European put option must trade to avoid 

arbitrage.  Explain why this arbitrage relationship may not hold for an American put. 

  (6 marks) 

 

 

7 You own the following equity portfolio: 

 

STOCK NUMBER 

OF 

SHARES 

SHARE 

PRICE 

MARKET 

VALUE 

BETA SPECIFIC 

RISK 

TOTAL 

RISK 

ABC 200,000 60 12,000,000 1.10 10% 24.17% 

DEF 150,000 80 12,000,000 0.80 12% 20.00% 

XYZ 300,000 90 27,000,000 1.20 11% 26.40% 

 

The annual market risk or volatility is estimated at 20% per annum.  The current date is 

August 15 and the stock index is currently trading at 1000.  The September stock index 

futures contract (delivery date September 19) is trading at 1005.  The point value of the 

futures contract is 250 per index point. 

 

 a) Calculate the number of futures contracts required for a full hedge of the equity 

portfolio through to the delivery date of September 19. (6 marks) 

 

 b) What locked-in value of the portfolio do you anticipate at the delivery date? (4 marks) 

 

 c) Estimate the Value at Risk (VAR) of the unhedged equity portfolio at a 95% 

confidence interval over the period August 15 – September 19.  (5 marks) 
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d) At the delivery date of September 19, the following prices are observed: 

 

STOCK INDEX 950 

ABC 56 

DEF 78 

XYZ 83 

 

Analyse the results of the futures hedge, and explain the differences between the 

anticipated and the actual hedge performance. (5 marks) 

 

 

8 You are an investment bank arranging a range note issue for an issuer.  The issuer’s 

funding target is LIBOR -20 Basis Points, and you wish to earn 20 Basis Points in 

upfront fees on the transaction.  You have identified an investor who would be happy 

to buy a one year note which pays a suitable additional margin over sterling LIBOR if 

the FTSE-100 index remains within a 5500 - 6500 range around its current level of 

6000, and nothing if the index moves outside that range.  You estimate the annual 

dividend yield on the FTSE-100 index as 2% and the annual volatility of the index as 

17.5%.  The current one-year LIBOR is 5.00%.  Assume all the rates and yields are 

provided on a continuously compounded basis. 

 

a) Analyse how you would construct such a note and what margin over LIBOR you 

could provide to the investor. (12 marks) 

 

b) Discuss the risks for the investment bank of hedging such a product through to 

maturity. (8 marks) 
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9 You are requested by a client to quote a bid-ask spread for a zero cost collar on the 

Sterling/US dollar exchange rate.  The required maturity is that of the June 2008 

options expiry on the Chicago Mercantile Exchange. The higher FX rate will be USD 

1.98/£ STERLING, and you observe option prices trading as on the attached 

Bloomberg screen.  The size of the requested transaction is £25,000,000. 

 

a) If you, as a broker, require a profit margin of 0.10% of the underlying amount, 

determine the lowest FX rate you would be able to quote the client.   (10 marks) 

 

b) What combination of the exchange traded options would you use to hedge the 

resultant exposure? (6 marks) 

 

c) Comment on the risk management and hedging issues involved in managing this 

exposure. (4 marks) 
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10 You are provided with the following set of interest rate information: 

 
 USD 

 

EURO 

 PAR 

SWAP 

RATE 

 

SPOT 

RATE 

DISCOUNT 

FACTOR 

PAR 

SWAP 

RATE 

SPOT 

RATE 

DISCOUNT 

FACTOR 

1-YEAR 2.9000 2.9000 0.971817 3.5000 3.5000 0.966184 

2-YEAR 2.9985 3.0000 0.942596 3.5983 3.6000 0.931709 

3-YEAR 3.1201 3.1250 0.911818 3.7433 3.7500 0.895438 

4-YEAR 3.2402 3.2500 0.879913 3.8627 3.8750 0.858926 

5-YEAR 3.4746 3.5000 0.841973 3.9800 4.0000 0.821927 

 

The current Sterling/US dollar exchange rate is USD 1.95/£. 

 

a) You observe that you can buy €50 million par value of a 4.00% coupon Euro 

denominated bond maturing in five years’ time at a price of 99.50.  What spread 

over USD LIBOR do you think you could achieve if you implemented an asset 

swap with the bond to create a synthetic US dollar FRN paying annual interest? 

  (12 marks) 

 

b) Show how you would hedge out the cash flow risks involved in the transaction if 

you purchased the bond and sold the synthetic FRN to a customer. (8 marks) 

 

11 Give your considered assessment of the following statements concerning derivatives 

and derivatives markets. 

 

a) In virtually all circumstances, the decision to assume interest rates are normally or 

lognormally distributed makes no significant different to the pricing of interest rate 

swaptions. (7 marks) 

 

b) Volatility skews and smiles in equity index derivatives markets contain no 

information about price and volatility correlation structures. (7 marks) 

 

c) Asset swap spreads and credit default swap prices ought to be entirely consistent. 

(6 marks) 
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SECTION C  
 

All questions carry 20 marks 

 

12 The development of synthetic as opposed to conventional Collateralised Debt 

Obligations (CDOs) has contributed significantly to the credit crisis of 2007-2008.  

Discuss.  

 

13 Many market practitioners suggest that asset returns are better fitted by a jump-

diffusion process than the traditional diffusion process assumed by models such as 

Black-Scholes and the Binomial.  Analyse the implications of this statement, if valid, 

for derivatives pricing and risk management. 

 

14 A wind farm in Spain approaches you (a major investment bank) for financing of a 

major expansion. It would like its interest payments to map into its energy production.  

It informs you that little electricity is produced if the wind speed falls below 15-20 

kilometres per hour, and it also has to shut down the generators if the wind speed goes 

above 105 kilometres per hour.  Write a report suggesting new and innovative 

financing approaches for this customer. 

 

15 Discuss the potential use of derivatives to cover the risk exposure of major pension 

funds to the increasing life expectancy of their members. 



Financial Derivatives  © Securities & Investment Institute 2008 

June 2008 

Page 8 of 9 



Financial Derivatives  © Securities & Investment Institute 2008 

June 2008 

Page 9 of 9 

 


